Impaling in true shrikes (Laniidae): a behavioral and ontogenetic perspective.
The impaling of prey is a behavioral trait restricted to the true shrikes (Laniidae). Here, we suggest the ontogeny of this behavior. We believe impaling originated from wedging behavior that occurs among several other groups of birds, including corvids. Accidental impaling during wedging was likely the behavioral precursor of purposeful impaling. Fidelity to impaling sites lead to the creation of caches, which were eventually used by females for male evaluation. Caching allowed males to increase their fitness by using the caches as a display to attract potential mates. Further, caching is used by shrikes to demarcate territories, store food for inclement weather or periods of stress in the breeding cycle, divide labor between the breeding pair, and for "aging" while deterrent chemicals in prey decompose.